THE BOOK OF JOB
CHAPTER SUMMARIES FROM
MATTHEW POOLE’S COMMENTARY

CHAPTER 1

Job's country, and sincere holiness: his children; their feasts; and his religious care for them, Job 1:1-
5. Satan's appearance before God: God's character of Job, Job 1:6-8. Satan imputeth Job's goodness
to his prosperity; and so obtaineth leave to afflict him in his goods, Job 1:9-12. Job's oxen, sheep,
camels, and servants destroyed, Job 1:13-17. His sons and daughters perish, Job_1:18,19. Job, with
his mantle rent, head shaved, and upon the ground, worshippeth; blesseth God; sinneth not, Job _1:20-
22.

CHAPTER 2

Satan’s second appearance before God: Job’s character continuing the same, condemneth Satan,
Job 2:1-3. Satan judgeth him not sufficiently tried, unless his body suffer; and so obtaineth leave to
hurt his body, but not touch his life, Job 2:4-6. Job, smote with boils, scrapeth himself, and sitteth
down in ashes, Job 2:7,8. His wife’s folly; he reproveth her, acknowledging God’s sovereignty and
former mercies, Job 2:9,10. His three friends, and their sorrow, Job 2:11-13.

CHAPTER 3

Job curseth the day and services of his birth, Job_3:1-12. The ease and honours of death, Job 3:13-
19. Life in anguish matter of complaint, Job 3:20-24. What he feared is now come upon him,
Job 3:25,26.

CHAPTER 4

Eliphaz speaketh, though it will grieve Job, Job 4:1,2. Job had instructed and strengthened others in
their sorrows, but now fainted himself, Job_4:3-5. Eliphaz reproacheth him with his confidence in his
uprightness, which he now suspecteth; for that God’s judgments were not against the righteous, but the
wicked, Job 4:6-11. His fearful visions, Job 4:12-16. The righteousness of God; the angels charged
with folly; the vanity of man, Job 4:17-21.

CHAPTER 5

Wrath foolish: the wicked miserable, Job 5:1-5. Evil cometh not by chance; it is natural to our
condition, Job 5:6,7. This is our motive to prayer and trust in God, Job 5:8; whose unsearchable
power and wisdom are against the high and crafty, for the relief of the poor, Job 5:9-16. Their
happiness whom God correcteth, and God’s gracious care of such, Job 5:17-27.

CHAPTER 6
Job’s answer: he wisheth his troubles were duly weighed, for then would his complaints appear just,

Job 6:1-7: prayeth for death; his hope in it, Job 6:8-10. He is unable to bear up under his burden,
Job 6:11,12. He vindicateth himself against his friends, and reproveth them, Job 6:13-30.

CHAPTER 7



Our times are like those of hirelings, restless and hopeless. Death desirable. His days are as a
weaver’s shuttle; his life is as wind; and he was consumed out of this world, and should appear in it no
more, Job 7:1-10. Therefore he will speak to God, Job 7:11,12: is tired out and weary of life,
Job 7:13-16. Man unworthy of God’s notice, Job 7:17-19. He confesseth his sin, and prayeth for
forgiveness, Job 7:20,21.

CHAPTER 8

Bildad’s reproof: Job’s words said to be as wind: God just in all his ways, and in his dealings towards
Job’s children: if he would pray to God, and was indeed pure and upright, God would arise for him,
Job 8:1-7. For this he appealeth to the history of ancient times, which declare the bad end of the
hypocrite, Job_8:8-19, and the hope and joy of the upright, Job 8:20-22.

CHAPTER 9

Job’s answer: man cannot stand in judgment with God, because of his justice, wisdom, and power,
which are unsearchable, Job _9:1-11. All help or reason against God is vain; nor can we answer him;
but must supplicate to our Judge, Job 9:12-15. God’s sovereignty, and our vileness before him,
Job 9:16-21. The godly are punished as well as the wicked by general calamities and wicked
oppression, Job 9:22-24. His time swift; his sorrows bitter: if wicked, he could not clear himself; nor
would God hold him innocent, Job 9:25-31; yet wisheth for a daysman, and a removal of Divine terror;
then would he before God maintain his innocency, Job 9:32-35.

CHAPTER 10

His life a burden; his complaint that he could not see the cause or end of God’s punishment: God
delighteth not to oppress; nor was his innocence, though suspected by men, hid from God, Job 10 1-7.
He argueth that, being God’s work, in his hands, receiving all from him, God would not destroy him,
Job 10:8-13. His sins expose him to God’s wrath, which was terrible upon him, Job 10:14-17; curseth
his birth: death desirable to him, Job 10:18-22.

CHAPTER 11

Zophar’s reproof: Job’s words too many, and false, even to mockery, in justifying himself, Job_11:1-4.
Should God speak, his wisdom, and justice, and all his perfections would appear infinitely greater than
what Job conceived of them Job 11:5-10. God knoweth man; seeth wickedness, and considereth it;
but man is ignorant and foolish, and in vain pretendeth to wisdom, Job 11:11,12. If Job would prepare
his heart, and pray, and put away his sin, he should again lift up his head, and forget his misery, and
his last days be brightest; but the wicked shall perish, Job 11:13-20.

CHAPTER 12

Job’s answer: his friends’ self-conceit: the miserable always despised, though upright; the wicked
prosper, Job _12:1-6. God’s power and providence is seen in his works, Job 12:7-11. With the ancient
is wisdom, but especially in God, and power: judges are fools, princes weak and mean, darkness light,
before him, Job 12:12-22; and whole nations are overruled by him, Job 12:23-25.

CHAPTER 13



Job’s friends not wiser than he: he would reason with God; but they were liars, and talked deceitfully for
God, who would search and reprove them for accepting persons, Job 13:1-10. God’s excellency, and
they as ashes and clay, Job 13:11,12. He is resolute, being in extreme misery, and having confidence
in God, before whom he would speak, and God should save him; not so with a hypocrite, Job 13:13-
16. He ordereth his cause to plead with God; only desireth a removal of God’s hand upon him,
Job 13:17-22. His request to know his sins and God’s purpose, since God delighteth not in our misery,
Job 13:23-28.

CHAPTER 14

Man’s natural misery, sin, and short life, our plea with God not to disturb us by his power, but suffer us
to accomplish our appointed time, Job_14:1-6. The other creatures decay and revive; but man, once
dead, returneth not till the end of all things, Job 14:7-12. He wisheth to be hid in the grave, in hopes of
the resurrection, Job _14:13-15; for that here God was strict in marking his iniquity, and prevailed
against him, Job 14:16-20. Man’s misery with respect to his children, Job 14:21,22.

CHAPTER 15

Eliphaz’s reproof: Job’s knowledge and talk vain; he feareth not God, nor prayeth to him; but his own
mouth uttered his iniquity, and should condemn him, Job 15:1-6. Job not the wisest of men,
Job 15:7.8; nor wiser than they, who were elder than he, Job 15:9,10. He despised the consolations
of God, and turned away his spirit against him, Job_15:11-13. The angels not clean in God’s sight,
much less man, Job 15:14-16. A description of the ancients; their wisdom, and reports concerning
destruction, and terrors on the wicked, and the causes of it, Job 15:17-35.

CHAPTER 16
Job’s answer: his friends increase his misery, Job 16:1-8. His insulting enemies, Job 16:9-11. God’s

power against him, Job 16:12-16. His innocence should cry to heaven, where it was known: he
wisheth to plead with God, Job _16:17-21: Pleaseth himself with the prospect of death, Job 16:22.

CHAPTER 17

His miserable life; false friends; their punishment, Job 17:1-5. His contempt, and sorrow, Job 17:6,7.
The righteous should be established, Job _17:8,9; but he was given over to death, Job 17:11-16.

CHAPTER 18

Bildad’ s reproof: Job’s words many: he despised his friends; he vexed himself; but in vain, Job 18:1-4.
The calamity of the wicked, Job 18:5-21.

CHAPTER 19

Job’s answer: his friends’ strangeness and reproaches vex him, Job 19:1-3. He layeth before them his
great misery to provoke their pity, Job 19:6-22; wisheth his words might be recorded, Job 19:23,24.
His hope in his Redeemer and the resurrection, Job 19:25-27. His friends should not reproach his
integrity, for fear of like judgment, Job 19:28,29.



CHAPTER 20

Zophar’s answer: the state and portion of the wicked, not withstanding for a time he may prosper and
flourish.

CHAPTER 21

Job’s reply: he complaineth not to man, in whose judgment he hath most reason to grieve; but exciteth
their attention to convincing and amazing truths, Job 21:1-6. The wicked prosper till in their pride they
fear not God, Job _21:7-15. Yet he purgeth himself from their counsel, and acknowledgement that often
their destruction from God is manifest, at least in their children, Job 21:16-21. God is righteous in both
cases, and both are alike in their death, Job _21:22-26. The wicked are indeed reserved for destruction,
but who dareth now withstand them? and in the grave they are at rest, whither all others follow them,
Job 21:27-34.

CHAPTER 22

Eliphaz's answer: man’s righteousness profiteth not God; nor can God fear man, Job 22:1-4. He
chargeth Job’s misery on his sins, Job 22:5-11; which God beheld, and knew, nor could they be hid
from him, Job 22:12-14. The wicked, and their misery, Job 22:15-17. If they prospered, he would not
hold with them; but their destruction the righteous should laugh at, Job 22:18-20. He exhorteth Job to
know God and his law, and return to him: he should grow rich: God shall be his defence, his joy and

confidence, Job 22:21-26. If he would pray, God would hear; and his desire and purpose should stand,
Job 22:27-30.

CHAPTER 23
Job’ s reply: his desire to plead with God, Job_23:1-5; who should not confound, but strengthen him,

Job 23:6,7. He cannot behold God’s way; but he walked in the way of his law, Job 23:8-12. God in
his providences bringeth about what he had decreed: Job’ s trouble herein, Job 23:13-17.

CHAPTER 24

The practice and prosperity of the wicked, Job 24:1-16. Their punishment and curse in the end,
Job 24:17-25.

CHAPTER 25

Bildad’s answer: God’s majesty and purity is such as that man cannot be justified before God: before
him the heavenly lights lose their lustre and purity.

CHAPTER 26

Job’s reply: this toucheth not Job, Job 26:1-4; who acknowledgeth God’ power and providence to be
infinite and unsearchable, of which we have but small knowledge Job 26:5-14.

CHAPTER 27

He will not renounce his integrity, Job 27:1-6. The character of a hypocrite, and his misery, Job 27:7-



10. The portion and heritage of the wicked, Job 27:11-23.

CHAPTER 28

The power and wisdom of God in his works of nature, Job 28:1-11. A knowledge and wisdom
answering this is not found in man, nor to be bought or acquired, Job 28:12-21. Death and destruction
make their report of it, Job 28:22. It is only in God, Job 28:23-27. Man’s wisdom is to fear God,
Job 28:28.

CHAPTER 29

Job’ s former prosperity in God’s favour, Job 29:1-5. His honour and repute, Job 29:6-11, for his
charity, Job _29:12-16, and punishing the wicked, Job 29:17. His hope herein, Job 29:18. His glory
and honour repeated, Job 29:19-25.

CHAPTER 30

Job’s honour is turned into contempt, Job 30:1-14; his prosperity into calamity, fears, pains,
despicableness, Job 30:15-19; notwithstanding his prayer now, and his former charity, and hope,
Job 30:20-26. His great sorrow, Job 30:27-31.

CHAPTER 31

He protesteth his continency and chastity; God’s providence, presence, and judgments; his motives,
Job 31:1-4. His just dealings, Job 31:5-8. Free from adultery, which ought to be punished by the
magistrate, Job 31:9-12. His just carriage to his servants, and the reason, Job 31:13-15. His bounty
to the poor, for fear of God, and his highness, Job 31:6-23. Not covetous, nor idolatrous, which ought
to be punished by the magistrate, Job 31:24-28. Not revengeful, Job 31:29,30. Hospitable to
strangers, Job 31:31,32. His repentance, Job 31:33. He wisheth God would answer, and his words
might be recorded, Job 31:35-37. His imprecation against himself, if he spoke not the truth,
Job 31:38-40.

CHAPTER 32

Elihu, Job’s fourth friend, speaketh: he is angry with Job for justifying himself, and with his three friends
for not satisfying, and yet condemning him, Job 32:1-5. He excuseth his youth; but wisdom is from
God, and not from age, Job 32:6-9; therefore he speaketh, being full of matter, and his spirit
constraining him, without accepting any man’s person, Job 32:10-22.

CHAPTER 33

He offereth himself in God’s stead to reason with Job, Job 33:1-7, who had too hard thoughts of God,
who by his greatness giveth no account of his ways, Job 33:8-13. God instructeth man by visions,
Job 33:14-18; by afflictions, Job 33:19-22; by his ministry, Job 33:23-25. When man prayeth and
confesseth, God will be gracious, Job 33:26-28. These are God’s methods of instructing men,
Job 33:29,30.

CHAPTER 34



He accuseth Job for charging God with injustice, Job 34:1-9. God, the almighty Disposer, Governor,
and Judge of the world, cannot be unjust, Job 34:10-17. It is not fit to say of kings and princes they are
unjust, much less of God: his power over and observance of man, who cannot hide from God,
Job 34:18-22. He exerciseth his power and justice over them, Job 34:23-30. Man’s duty under God’s
afflictions, Job _34:31,32. He reproveth Job’s words against God, Job 34:33-37.

CHAPTER 35

Our good or evil extendeth not to God, Job_35:1-7, but to men on earth, who are hereby oppressed,
and cry out, but not unto God, nor are delivered, Job 35:8-12. He exhorteth to hope in God, though for
the present he be angry, Job 35:13-16.

CHAPTER 36

God is first in all his ways; towards the wicked, Job 36:1-6, the godly, Job 36:7-11, the hypocrite,
Job 36:12-14, the poor, Job_36:15. Job’s sins hindered God’s salvation to him: he admonisheth him,
Job 36:16-21. God’s power, and sovereignty, and all his perfections to be magnified, Job 36:22-33.

CHAPTER 37

God’s great works, lightning, thunder, snow, rain, winds, frosts, clouds, and his providences towards
nations, whether for correction or mercy, call for reverence and fear, Job 37:1-14; as also his
unsearchable wisdom in them, Job 37:15-18. We are ignorant, and cannot speak to God; but must
fear him, who respecteth none, Job 37:19-24.

CHAPTER 38

The Lord answers Job, Job 38:1-3: declareth his works of creation; the foundation and the measures
of the earth, Job_38:4-6; the stars; the sea, and its bounds, Job 38:7-11; the morning, and its light,
Job 38:12-15; the depth of the sea; the gates and shadow of death; the breadth of the earth,
Job 38:16-18; the place of light and darkness; the treasures of snow and hail for battle, Job 38:19-23;
the east wind, springs, and rain for the earth, Job 38:24-30; the planets, ordinances of heaven, and
their dominion on the earth; clouds and lightning, Job 38:31-35. Wisdom and understanding in the
heart of man, and in his works more than we can understand: he feedeth the lion and the raven,
Job 38:36-41.

CHAPTER 39

Of the wild goats and hinds, Job 39:1-4; the wild ass, Job 39:5-8; the unicorn, Job 39:9-12; the
peacock, stork, and ostrich, Job 39:13-18; the horse, Job 39:19-25; the hawk; the eagle, Job 39:26-
30. These creatures, not fully known to Job, or governed by him, are sufficient to convince him that he
is no fit judge of the counsels of God.

CHAPTER 40

God’s reproof of Job, Job 40:1,2. He humbleth himself, Job 40:3-5. God again declareth his
righteousness, majesty, and the power of his wrath to abase the proud, Job 40:6-14. A description of
behemoth, Job 40:15-21.



CHAPTER 41

God’s kingly power and authority above all the children of pride seen in the leviathan.

CHAPTER 42

Job’ s humiliation and repentance, Job 42:1-6. God preferring Job’s cause, reproveth his friends, for
whom Job must intercede, and God will accept him, Job 42:7-9. God magnifieth and blesseth Job,
Job 42:10-15. His age and death, Job 42:16,17.



